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March, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  present  the  fourth  aiinual  report  on  the  health  of 
Corby  for  19U2.  Certain  items  of  the  report  have  to  be  omitted 
in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
There  was  again  a marKed  increase  in  the  incidence  of  scarlet 
fever  though  it  was  of  a mild  type  causing  no  deaths.  There 
were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  the  year. 

Mr.  Halsey  obtained  the  qualifying  examination  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and  was  designated  as  an  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

I wish  to  thanxt  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  also  my  fellow  officials  for  their  support 
and  help  throughout  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J. T.  MURPHY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A.  Vital  Statistics. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate  ... 

263 

139 

124 

Illegitimate  ... 

2 

2 

265 

141 

124 

Birth-rate  per  thousand 

resident 

population 

- 23.U 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate  ... 

21 

10 

11 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

21 

10 

11 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  - 73*4 


DEATHS.  Total.  Males.  Females. 

83  45  38 

Death-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population.  Crude  rate  - 7» 3 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  - 1 Male. 

There  were  no  derths  from  measles  or  from  diarrhoea  in 
children  under  two  years  of  age. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  Males  - 8.  Females  - 4* 
Death-rate  of  infants  (under  one  year  of  age)  per  1,000  live 

45-2 

Deaths  due  to  cancer.  \ 9 

Deaths  due  to  heart  and  circulatory  causes 
including  intracranial  vascular  lesions. 


22 


(2) 

\ 

Rates  per  1 ,000  civilian  population: - 

England  6:  Smaller  Tovvns. 


Wales. 

25,000  to  50,000 

Corby. 

population. 

1942. 

1941. 

, 194w. 

Death-rate. 

11.6 

12. 1 

7.  3 

7.06 

6.  66 

Live  birth-rate. 
Deaths  under  one 

15.8 

18. 4 

23.4 

28.  15 

28.55 

year  of  age  (Per 
1,000  live  births) 

49 

• 

46 

45.2 

63.  96 

59  .‘93 

SECTION  B. 

General 

Provision  of  Health 

Servic 

es. 

STAFF:  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

J.  T.  MURPHY,  M.  B.  , B.  Gh.  , B.A.O.  , D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

C.E.  H.  MARSDEN,  M.  S.  I.A.  (Meat  and  Poods). 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A.  H.  HALSEY,  A.  R.  S.  I. 

The  general  provision  of  health  services  is  similar  to 
Luring  the  year  a weeKly  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  was  opened  at 
the  Kettering  and  District  General  Hospital  By  the  Northamptonshire 
County  Council. 

Under  the  Scabies  Order,  1941 > treatment  for  scabies  and 
verminous  conditions  wa.s  offered. free  of  cost  and  70  cases  were 
dealt  with.  Gases  are  referred  for  treatment  by  medical 
practitionere,  health  visitors  and  district  nurses.  A Scabies 
Cleansing  Station  was  brought  into  operation  during  the  year 
at  the  School  Clinic,  Rockingham  Road. 

Diphtheria  imm_unisation  was  carried  out  at  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare'.  Clinic  on  the  first  Thursday  in  each  month. 

The  to  ta.l  .imTiber  of  children  who  completed 't lie  full  course 
of  immunisation  from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1942,  was  as 
follows - - 

Under  5 years-  Between  3 and  15  years. 

337  107  = 444  Total. 

The  number  of  children  i.mmunised  since  the  scheme  began 
(January,  19^1)  to  31  st  Decembe.v-,  1942:-  ' ' 

821  1,343  •=:  • 2,164  Total. 

The  percentage  immunised,  at  the  end  of  1942,  being:- 
Under  5 years.  Between  5 and  13  years. 

47fo-  75% 

SECTION  C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(1)  Water.  The  average  daily  consumption  of  Vi/aber  during  1942  was 
3427000  gallons  of  which  48,000  gallons  were  taKen  for  industrial 
purposes.  The  yield  from  the  Council's  wells  was  lower  than 
usual  and  an  average  quantity  of  88,000  gallons  per  day  was  taken 
from  the  Corby  & District  Water  Company  through  the  temporary 
connection  to  the  Company's  main  at  Pen  Green.  All  water  was 
adequately  chlorinated  and  monthly  samples  from  each  so-urce  of 
supply  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  the  reports 
thereon  being  consistently  satisfactory. 

(2)  Public  Cleansing.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  maintain  the 

pre-war  standard  of  streets  scavenging  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
labour,  but  the  more  important  streets  have  been  satisfactorily 
•cleansed  and  other  streets  have  been  given  routine  attention  on  a 
reduced  scale. 


(3) 

Salvage  operations  have  "been  intensified  and  commiinal  hins 
introduced  for  the  reception  of  waste  kitchen  food  with  a 
corresponding  reduction  in  the  hulK  of  refuse  deposited  at  the 
tip.  The  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  introduced  last  year 
has  "been  continued,  and  as  householders  have  accustomed  themselves 
to  the  separation  of  salvage,  the  new  arrangement  is  not  generally 
a serious  inconvenience. 

• 

SECTION  D.  Hous ing.  ^ 


Housing  Statistics,  19U2. 

N’umher  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 


(3)  By  other  "bodies  or  persons........  Nil. 

(4)  By  Local  Authority. 17 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: 


(1) 

(a) 

h) 

(2) 

(a) 

(t) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Housing  Act 

(a) 

Number  of  d 

i'l 


umber'  found  unfit. 


27 

32 

Nil. 


Number  found  to  be  not  in  all 

respec  ts  fit 13 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit.....  13 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers.....  8 


Lli'ngs  overcrowded  at  end  of  year...  81 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 86 

Number  of  persons  " " 632 

Number  of  new  cases  found.  6 

Number  of  cases  relieved 27 


SECTION  E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


Milk  Supply.  Forty  six  samples  of  milK  were  submitted  for 
the  methylene  blue  test.  The  methylene  blue  test  is  the  official 
test  for  accredited  producers  and  denotes  the  cleanliness  and 
keeping  quality  of  milk. 

The  results  are  tabulated  as  follows 


Good. 

Moderate. 

Bad. 

Tuberculin  tested  milk 

1 

1 

Accredited  milk. 

• 

Ordinary  milk. 

25 

6 

13 

Total  - 

26 

6 

14 

Eleven  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
phosphatase  test  and  three  samples  fail«^d  to  pass  the  test. 
The  phosphatase  test  is  one  for  indicating  the  efficiency  of 
the  pasteurisation  process. 


Milx  Production. 


Number  of  cowsheds  in  district 4 

Number  of  dairymen 3 

Producers.  Retailers. 

Tuberculin  Tested  milx.  - 1 

Accredited  milK.  1 

Pasteurised  milk.  - 1 

Ordinary  milk.  3 7 


SECTION  P 


(4) 

Infectious;  Diseases. 


I infectious  diseases 

notified  were 
1942. 

as  follows 
1941.  1940. 

Measles 

157 

66 

Pneumonia.  . . 

— 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

31 

8 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

3 

8 

Erysipelas 

- 

1 

V/hcop.Lng  Cough- 

• • O 0 • 

46 

7 

Di  D.  C^.  - ft  t c D ^ 9 o J » t. 

9 • 9 • • *1^  . , 

7 

9 

Paratyphoid. . . , . . . . . . 

O © i*  9 0 ^ 

1 

21 

Pneumonia.  Two -persons  suffering  from  pneumonia  were  removed  to 
hospital  and  the 'others  wore  nursed  at  home.  There  were  eight 
deaths  from  all  forms  of  pr.:e''umonia. 

Scarlet  Fever.  ■ -There  was  again  a marhed  increase  in  scarlet  fever. 
Sixty-eight  cases -were  remcYod  so  hosi^ital.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever..  ■ Tv/o  cases  did  not  satisfy  the  bact- 
eriological tests  for  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Erysipelas.  This  case  was  removed  to  hospital  and  recovered. 

Tuberculosis. 


The  following  cases  vi/ere  notified  during  the  year:- 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - 5. Males,  6 Females. 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - 2 Males,  3 Females. 

The  fcllowing" deaths  occurred  during  the  year:- 

Pulmonary' Tuberculosis  - 1 Male,  3 Females. 

9 cases,  6 pulmonary  and  3 non-pulmonary,  were  removed  from 
the  register  durj.ng  ' i-.hc  year.  The  reasons  were  as  follows 

1 pulmonary  and  3 n-:n- pulmonary  cases  were  cured. 

4 pulmonary  cases  v/ere  traxcsfer-red  to  other  districts. 

1 pulmonary  case  v/as  non  tubercuJ.ous. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1942:- 


Males. 

Females. 

Total* 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

15 

15 

30 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis* 

7 

10 

1 7 

47 


-■1- 


REPORT  OF  'rns  v/ORK  Ci^RIED  OUT  BY  THE 

TI^T^CTOR  D^il^G  THE  YEAR,  1942. 

GENERAL.  (Under  the  lie'-'iLiing  a:id'  PuLiic  Health  Actsj. 


(a)  Visits  and  Inspections. 


Houses  inspected 

Houses  re-inspected 

Houses  visited  re  refuse  accommodation. 

Visits  to  overcrowded  houses 

Nuisances  investigated 

Inspections  of  watercourses  and  ditches 

Visits  to  fire  guard  premises, 

Visits  to  schools. 

Visits  to  entertainment. . 

Visits  to  piggeries.  ..................... 

Visits  to  stahles. « 

Visits  to  refuse  tip 

Vj.s.i.ts  re  hu.g  infestation.  ............. 

^ 1 s j.  c s -C  e*  .c  0.  v'  ixif  e s t a l OjI.  .<  ...... ..... 

Visl'Gs  re  infers  inf eatation.. . . . c. . . . , . . 

Visits  re  poVi'0\Leur.;.  - 


Interviews  re  housing  applications 
Miscellaneous  visits 


27 

5 

192 

72 
103 

U 

32 

4 

3 

10 

1 

14 

4 

73 
17 

6 

165 

59 


(t)  Nuisances  abated  and  repair  works  carried  out. 


Nuisances  abated. 83 

Choked  drains  cleared.  26 

Drains  relaid. 1 

Choked  w.c.s.  cleared 6 

W.  c.s.  cleansed 6 

W. c-s.  repaired 3 

Choked  gullies  cleared 3 

New  gullies  pi!Ovi-<led.  - 1 

Waste  pipes  repaired 2 

Etishing  cisterns  repaired. 1 

Sin.os  repaired  or  renewed 3 

Water  service  pipes  repaired 8 

Taps  repaired. * 6 

Dajnpness  remedied 4 

Eaves  guttering  renewed 1 

Chimneys  repaired...............,...*.,... 2 

Ceilings  repaired...  1 

Doors  rehung 3 

Sash  cords  repaired  or  renewed. 7 

Cappers  repaired.  1 

Dustbins  provided  or  renewed.. 131 

Roofs  torched  against  snow  drift 32 

Accumulations  removed.  3 

Premises  gassed  .for  .rats.,.  19 

Premises  baited  for  rats 36 

Garden  sheds  raised 2 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  limewashed 4 

Cov/sheds  reconstructed 1 

Bakehouses  limewashed. 2 

Butchers'  shops  limev/ashed 1 

Refrigerators  cleansed 4 

Verminous  houses  cleansed 3 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPL lES . 


(a)  Visits  and  Inspections. 


To  butchers’  shops 64 

To  fish  shops 4 

lo  other  food  shops 43 

To  food  xireparlng  pleaces 13 

To  baxcehouGeso -j  1 

To*  dairie.G  and  cowsheds 34 

To  greengrocers 4 

N'lmber  of  pigs  inspected 17 


(Id)  Pood  condeinned  and  destroyed. 


Beef 972 

Bacon 2 

Cheese , 43 

Flour 140 

Bread. ' 168 

Jam 24 

Margarine , ^ 9 

Evaporated  MiIk 3^ 

Tinned  meat 75 

Tinned  vegetables 69 

Tinned  fish.. 12 

Tinned  fruit.. 16 

Chocolate  biscuits 6 

(c)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933* 

Applications  for  licenses  to  slaughter  animals.  7 
Applications  for  licenses  to  slaughter  granted.  7 
Amount  of  fees  received 8 


I NPEC  T lOUS  J)  I SPACE . 

(a)  Visits  and  Inspections. 


Visits  to  infected  houses 102 

Disinfection  - general  cases 79 

Disinfection  - tuberculosis..... 1 

Beds  and  beddings  destroyed.  2 

V isits  re  scabies.  ....=.  .,o ...  27 


FAC r OR IE 8. 


(a)  Visits  and  Inspections. 


To  factories  v/ith  mechanical  power 15 

To  factories  v/ithout  mechanical  power 4 

Contraventions  found 2 

Contraventions  remedied ^ 

SHOPS. 

Visits  and  inspections 25 

Contraventions  found.  . . 


Contraventions  remedied 
PETROLEUM.  ' 


Visits  and  inspections...... * 6 

Contraventions  foimd. i * 

Contraventions  remedied...  • * . 

Number  of  Licensed  ’Gfailted. 

(a)  Petroleum  Spirit. 6 

(b)  Carbide  of  Calcium - 

Amount  of  fees  received £4» 


shillings 


5s.  Od. 


